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A    LETTER,    &c. 

Durham,   May,   1851. 
MY  LORD, 

I  read  not  long  ago,, in  a  publication 
by  Dr.  Pusey,  an  intimation  that  the  writer  had  his 
fears  of  things  to  come.  "  What  times,"  says  he,  "  are 
coming  on  the  earth  we  know  not ;  but  the  general 
expectation  of  persons  of  all  characters,  in  all  nations, 
is  an  instinct  implanted  by  God,  to  warn  us  of  a  com- 
ing storm." 

A  very  different  character — even  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter of  our  country  some  time  ago  assured  his  con- 
stituents that  "  The  signs  of  a  storm  are  black  in 
the  horizon." 

A  high  dignitary  of  our  Church  stated  to  his  clergy 
that  we  "live  in  one  of  those  periods  which  are  called 
Eras  in  the  history  of  the  world." 

The  Archdeacon  of  York,  in  the  recent  charge, 
allows  that  "  certainly  we  have  fallen  on  days  full  of 
perplexity  and  alarm." 

Surely,  what  so  many  look  for  must  be  near  at 
hand,  and  many  months  may  not  elapse,  before  we  are 
in  the  very  midst  of  the  "  Cottth/tr  Conflict:' 

The  conflict  will  hr.  as  it  ever  has  been,  between 
truth  and  error  ;  but  while  truth  remains  eternally 


the  same  and  unchangeable  as  the  Almighty,  error 
assumes  a  thousand  shapes,  ever  suiting  itself  to  the 
characteristics  of  the  age  in  which  it  presents 
itself 

Shall  I  say  that  error  now  clothed,  it  may  be,  as  an 
angel  of  light — consists  mainly,  and  in  its  most  dange- 
rous aspect,  of  a  "  grasping  at  the  shadow  and  losing 
of  the  substance  ?" 

I  refer  to  things  divine  :— -the  shadow  is  the  outside 
form  and  ceremony;  the  substance  is  that  true  and 
heartfelt  assurance  of  faith,  begotten  in  the  heart  of 
man  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  object  of 
that  faith  being  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Two  parties  are  preparing  for  the  Coming  Con- 
flict: the  Lord's  faithful  people  on  the  one  side;  and 
on  the  other,  men  proud  of  the  progress  of  what 
they  call  light,  men  who  talk  and  dream  of  reforma- 
tion, and  men  who  in  various  ways  attempt  to  produce 
it,  but  who  all  agree  in  despising  God's  simple  remedy 
for  a  world's  disease,  and  flying  to  skhirdeep  specifics, 
the  restoration,  or  improvement,  or  increase  of  out- 
ward rites  and  ceremonies. 

Hence  all  the  tendencies  towards  Romanism,  a  reli- 
gion of  outside  show,  which  we  see  around  us,  and 
hence  also  the  danger  of  giving  undue  or  unscriptural 
importance,  even  to  those  rites  of  our  holy  religion 
which  are  both  allowable  and  binding  upon  us. 

Your  Lordship  has  done  this,  as  I  presume  to  think, 
in  that  "  pastoral"  of  yours,  which  has  excited  so 
much  attention  throughout  this  country  ;  and  the 


Romanizing  tendencies  of  which  have^ixen  m«*  : 

much  remark,  and  nowhere  to  moru  than  in  this  dis- 
trict, where  the  Anti-papal  effort  *  of  OIK-  Dr.  Philpots, 
of  Stanhope  and  Prebendary  of  Durham,  are 
still  had  in  remembrance.  You  speak,  my  Lord,  of 
the  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  and  style  it  "  the.  one  only 
\\u\"  in  which  Christ  first  confers  the  benefit  of  his 
atonement.  In  this  expression  you  assert  your  belief 
in  "  Baptismal  regeneration  ;"  and  in  that,  as  well  as 
in  other  parts  of  your  memorable  document,  you 
takc>  your  stand,  I  feel  compelled  to  say,  amongst 
those  who  are  "  grasping  at  the  shadow  and  losing  the 
substance." 

Regeneration  has  been  explained  to  mean  not  an 
internal  change  in  the  soul  of  man,  but  only  an  exter- 
nal change  in  man's  relative  state  toward  God.  If 
this  was  a  tvu<-  and  complete  definition,  there  might 
>me  truth  in  the  doctrine  that  Baptism  produces 
leration,  for  it  is  the  divinely  appointed  mode  of 
man's  introduction  into  the  visible  Church  of  Christ. 
But,  my  Lord,  Regeneration  is  a  very  different  thing. 
A  moral  change  of  disposition  is  implied  by  the  term, 
— a  total  change  of  heart,  which  can  only  be  brought 
about  by  the  agency  of  (rod,  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
may  be  accomplished,  and  is  so  accomplished  accord- 
ing to  God's  omnipotent  will,  either  before  Baptism, 
at  the  time  of  its  being  administered,  or  after  it  has 
taken  pi 

Scripture  declares,  in  terms  which  cannot  be  mis- 
taken, that  the  Holy  Spirit    is  the  living  agent  in  thr 


regeneration  or  conversion  of  every  saved  soul.  "  Ye 
are  sanctified,  ye  are  justified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God."  "  Being  born 
again,"  says  the  Apostle,  "  not  of  corruptible  seed, 
but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God  which  liveth 
and  abideth  for  ever."  "  Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us, 
with  the  word  of  truth."  He  begat  us  ?— Who  ?  God 
the  Spirit.  Then  comes  the  instrument — "  with  the 
word  of  truth."  The  word  of  truth  is  the  grand 
Gospel  message — "  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  he 
that  heareth  my  word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent 
me,  hath  everlasting  life."  "  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  "  This  is  a 
faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners." 
"  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood, 
even  the  forgiveness  of  sins." 

A  man  in  his  natural  state,  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins,  is  brought  under  the  influence  of  this  divine 
agent,  wielding  as  "  the  sword  of  the  Spirit"  this 
inspired  instrument.  He  hears  the  Gospel  message. 
The  Spirit  operates  on  his  darkened  understanding  and 
dead  affections.  He  believes  the  message,  and  in 
believing  is  regenerated,  the  Spirit  taking  up  its 
abode  in  his  changed  heart,  and  commencing  that 
work  of  sanctification  which  proceeds  daily  with  his 
"growth  in  grace,"  until  at  last  he  is  presented  perfect 
in  the  kingdom  of  his  God.  All  his  views  and  feel- 
ings are  altered ;  his  pursuits,  and  affections,  and  hopes 
are  changed.  Befbre,  he  lived  to  self;  now,  he  lives 


// 


to  (iod;  U't<>iv,  with  every  carnally  minded  one,  ho 
enmity  to  (iod, — now  he  loves  him  supremely; 
hefore,  the  heart-searching  doctrines  of  the  Bible  were 
his  abhorrence — now  are  they  the  very  delight  of  his 
heart.  The  world  once  held  possession  of  his  heart's 
affections — now  he  is  dead  to  it;  his  own  good  works 
he  was  once  accustomed  to  glory  in— now  he  counts 
them  as  worse  than  nothing  in  God's  sight.  Christ  is 
become  his  everlasting  portion  and  chief  joy.  All 
the  lusts  and  passions  which  once  tossed  him  to  and 
fro  on  the  billows  of  a  world's  temptations,  are  hushed 
by  the  sweet  voice  of  Jesus — "  Peace  be  unto  thee  ;" 
they  are  displaced  by  the  calm,  and  even,  and  heaven- 
ward course  of  a  redeemed  soul  constrained  by  the 
love  of  Christ  to  devote  itself  in  love  and  gratitude 
to  God,  and  in  affectionate  regard  and  compassion 
to  man. 

Is  such  a  change  as  this  the  Regeneration  which 
your  Lordship  connects  with  Baptism  ?  or  are  we  still 
right  in  supposing  this  sacrament  to  be  only  "  the 
outward  and  visible  sign"  of  "  an  inward  and  spiritual 
grace  ?" — a  grace  which  does  not  always  go  with  the 
sign,  and  which  may  be  bestowed  without  it. 

"  He  is  not  a  Jew,  which  is  one  outwardly  ;  neither 
is  that  circumcision,  which  is  outward  in  the  flesh. 
But  he  is  a  Jew,  which  is  one  inwardly  ;  and  cir- 
cumcision is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  spirit,  and  not  in 
the  letter  ;  whose  praise  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God." 
Your  Lordship  will  at  once  perceive  the  application 
of  this  text.  It  is  universally  admitted  that,  what 
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circumcision  was  under  the  law,  the  same  is  Baptism 
under  the  Gospel.  Circumcision  was  the  outward 
sign  of  Regeneration.  So  is  Baptism.  And  as  true 
circumcision  was  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  spirit,  and 
not  in  the  letter,  so  time  Baptism  is  that  of  the  heart, 
wrought  by  the  Spirit,  represented  by,  but  not  inva- 
riably contained  in,  the  letter  of  outward  administra- 
tion ;  and  consequently  Baptism  is  not  "  the  one  only 
way  in  which  Christ  confers  the  benefit  of  his  atone- 
ment." 

Your  Lordship  will  remember  the  case  of  Simon 
Magus.  He  was  baptized,  yet  of  him  Peter  declared, 
"  Thou  hast  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter  :  for 
thy  heart  is  not  right  in  the  sight  of  God."  He  had 
received  "  the  outward  and  visible  sign,"  but  not 
"  the  inward  and  spiritual  grace." 

The  case  of  the  dying  thief  is  also  most  important. 
He  had  not  been  a  disciple  of  Christ,  and  conse- 
quently had  never  been  baptized ;  nevertheless  his 
heart  is  touched,  the  prayer  of  faith  goes  forth — 
"  Lord,  remember  me  when  thou  comest  into  thy 
kingdom  ;"  and  the  answer  is,  "  To-day  shalt  thou  be 
with  me  in  Paradise."  He  received  not  "the  out- 
ward and  visible  sign,"  but  had  "  the  inward  and 
spiritual  grace." 

But  what  need  we  do  more  than  take  a  look  around 
us  and  see  the  general  condition  of  the  baptized,  and, 
as  you  will  have  it  the  "  regenerated"  members  of  our 
Church  ?  Follow  them  in  their  daily  walk  and  con- 
versation, through  and  in  an  ungodly  world.  Are 
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they   all    living    as    burning   and    shining   lighN  ? 
s  lints  of  the  most  high  Clod,  do  we  see  them  spr 

broad  the  influence  of  holy  and  heavenly  princi- 
Mark    them   in   their  transitions   among  the 
children  of  men — are  they  less  desirous  of  gain  ?— 
less  absorbed  in  the  cares  of  the  world  than  the  most 
diligent  servants  of  Mammon  ? 

My  Lord,  I  desire,  with  all  solemnity,  to  repeat 
a  remark  which  has  been  often  made,  but  which 
nevertheless  is  not  the  less  proper  to  be  here  recorded, 
and  is  worthy  of  your  most  serious  consideration  It 
is  this.  The  line  of  demarcation  between  the  Church 
and  the  world  has  been  broken  down.  The  Church 
has  spread  over  into  the  world,  and  given  to  the  latter 
in  our  times  much  of  outward  and  formal  profession  ; 
but  the  rrnrW  Jinx  also  spread  into  the  Church,  and 
eaten  out  the  Church's  spirituality,  so  that  in  many 
places  it  has  hut  a  name  to  live,  and  is  dead  : — dead 
in  regard  to  the  solemn  requirements  of  dying  F< 
and  the  awful  condition  of  a  perishing  world  ;  whilst 
all  alive  to  the  "  decencies  of  outward  wovship"- 
"  the  stoned  glass  — the  painted  and,  it  may  be,  gilded 
walk — the  table  of  the  Lord  elevated  above  the  rest, 
and  decked  with  sober,  yet  costly  furniture — the  pealing 
organ  — the  chanted  Psalms — the  surpliced  choristers!' 
Alas !  alas !  for  the  day  when  words  and  ideas  such 
as  these  form  the  chief  topics  of  a  Pastoral  Letter 
from  a  "  Chief  Shepherd"  to  the  shepherds  of  the 
flock  of  Christ. 

This    amalgamation    of     the    Church    r,nd    nf    tlv- 
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world  will  yet   prove,  if  God's  mercy  prevent  it  not, 
the  curse    of  our    day   and   generation.       In  going 
through  the  land,  how  rarely  do  we  find  exhibited  the 
grand  difference  between  the  character  of  a  child  of 
God  and  a  worldling !       How  seldom  do  we  meet 
with  a  bold  and  uncompromising  non-conformity  to 
the  world,  as   it  should  be  exemplified  in  the  true 
"  strangers  and  pilgrims  upon  earth  ! "     And  in  going 
through   our  churches,  how  little  do  we  see  of  the 
quickening  power  of  the  Spirit  in  the  conversion  of 
sinners  !      I  was  in  Church   lately  in  this    Diocese. 
We  had  the  "  storied  glass."     The  walls  were  both 
painted   and    gilded.      The  table  of   the  Lord  was 
elevated    "in    altar   fashion"    above    the    rest,    and 
decked  with  "  costly  furniture."     The  clergyman  had 
enough  of  the  "  decencies  of  public  worship ; "    he 
bowed  often,  and  turned  his  back  upon  the  people, 
and  preached  to  them  in  the  white  surplice.     But  in 
his  sermon  there  was  no  earnest  invitation  to  the  un- 
godly— no  rousing  exhortation  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come.     He  seemed  to  take  it  for  granted  that  all 
his  hearers  were    "  regenerated"  and  added   to   the 
Church,  and  required  only  to  be  directed,  as  to  their 
duty,  in  their  Christian  course. 

I  joined  in  conversation  with  an  old  man,  like  your 
Lordship,  some  few  years  beyond  the  ordinary  length 
of  man's  life.  He  seemed  just  tottering  into  the  grave, 
We  walked  from  the  church  together,  and  I  asked 
him  the  question — "Are  you  attending  to  the  one 
thing  needful ?— " Ay,  Sir!"  was  his  reply,  "there 
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uiles  a  very  good  attendance.*!    "And  have  you 
many    conversions  !"  I    asked.     "  Conversions  !"  re- 
el the  old  fellow  in  evident  astonishment;  "  we 
belong  to  the  Church." 

Truly  our  times  are  extraordinary,  eventful,  and 
perilous  !  Two  appalling  objects  meet  our  view ; — a 
perishing  world  and  a  sleeping  church  !  Seven  hun- 
dred millions  of  the  human  race  yet  ignorant  of  Christ 
and  of  the  way  of  salvation.  Some  millions  more 
who  know  his  name  but  despise  his  love.  Death  at 
work  amongst  these  myriads.  Twenty  millions  dying 
i- very  year  !  An  appalling  scene  ;  yet  the  Church  is 
looking  on  and  doing  comparatively  little  to  relieve 
the  darkness  of  the  prospect.  "  Am  I  my  brother's 
keeper  ?"  is  a  question  that  meets  you  at  every  turn. 
"  Self/'  a  God  in  the  church,  as  well  as  in  the  world, 
"  is  Dives  in  the  mansion,  clothed  in  purple,  and 
faring  sumptuously  every  day ;  the  cause  of  Christ  is 
Lazarus  lying  at  his  gate,  and  fed  only  with  the 
crumbs  which  fall  from  his  table."  One  portion  of 
this  Church  is  engaged  in  the  frivolities  of  surplices 
and  candlesticks — bowings  and  crossings  ;  another  is 
railing  against  new  innovations  ;  another  is  sunk  into 
a  worldly  spirit,  conforming  to  the  world  in  dress,  in 
equipage,  in  parties,  and  in  amusements  ;  another  is 
taken  up  with  some  new  doctrine,  finding  out  some 
easier  way  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  ;  and  another 
is  torn  asunder  by  dissension  within  itself — brother 
railing  against  brother — jealousies  and  evil  speakings 
abounding,  with  all  the  signs  and  sounds  of  war ! 
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This  is  tlic  fearful  state  of  things  amongst  us ;  and 
what  seems  to  be  the  remedy  proposed  ?  Your  Lord- 
ship's Pastoral  Letter  has  abundant  reference  to  it. 
It  is  "  the  more  general  spread  of  genuine  Church 
principles."  It  is  the  "  teaching  of  high  Catholic 
doctrine,"  which  is  warmly  commended,  "  if  it  be  done 
with  discretion,  and  due  consideration  of  the  ability 
of  the  people  to  receive  it." 

It  is  right  that  we  should  bestow  a  little  attention 
on  these  "  Church  principles." 

The  first  is  the  statement  of  Bishop  Pearson,  which 
your  Lordship  approves,   that  "the    Holy   Catholic 
Church"  has  been  appointed  by  Christ,  "  as  the  only 
way  unto  eternal  life."     I  cannot  but  humbly  agree 
with   the  Archbishop   who  has  been  so  shamefully 
attacked  by  your  Lordship,  when  he  declares  that 
such  an  opinion  is   "  to  interpose  the  Church  instead 
of  Christ,  as  the  mediator  between  God  and  man.'' 
"  The   Church,"   I  hold  to  be  the  whole   family  of 
God,  without  reference  to  the  particular  opinions  the 
several  members  thereof  may  entertain  in   regard  to 
matters  not  essential  to  salvation.     It  is  "  the  house- 
hold of  faith ;"  that  is,  the    whole  body    of  those, 
throughout  the  whole  world,  who  have  been  quickened 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  through  faith  have  received 
pardon  and  peace,  and  a  title  to  eternal  life.     This 
Church  is  doubtless  placed  in  the  world  for  its  good ; 
but  we  can  by  no  means  admit  the  correctness  of 
language  which  styles  it  "  the  only  way  unto  eternal 
}ife."      Christ   himself  is.  "  the  only  way."     "  I  am 
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the  d<x>r  :  1)  in  .  ii'  ;niy  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be 
.1."  "  No  man  eonieth  unto  the  leather  but  by 
him."  Tin*  Church  bears  the  name  of  Christ — yet  it 
i>  not  Christ  himself.  It  has  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  yet 
not  Christ.  It  is  "  the  Bride"  of  Christ,  and 
not  Christ  himself.  The  Lord  is  jealous  of  his  honour, 
and  let  us  take  heed  how  we  interfere  with  that 
honour  by  placing  the  Church,  high  and  holy  as  its 
calling  is,  into  the  place  of  him  who  is  the  Alpha  and 
Omega — the  first  and  the  last — the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life-.  The  "  simple  analysis  of  the  Church" 
given  by  the  Archbishop,  is  well  worthy  of  being 
quoted. 

44  When  Jesus  declared  that  he  would  build  his 
Church  upon  a  rock,  and  that  the  gates  of  hell  should 
not  prevail  against  it,  he  simply  declared  that  there 
should  hereafter  ever  be  a  body  of  men  believing  in 
him  as  th'>  Son  of  God — a  body  which  Satan  might 
;1,  hnl  should  never  succeed  in  destroying.  He 
did  not  say  that  he  would  set  up  a  power  upon  earth 
which  should  possess  his  authority,  act  in  his  stead, 
and,  as  his  vicegerent,  dispense  his  anger  or  his 

>ur/' 

We  h:i\e  next  the  doctrine  of  Apostolic  Succession. 
It  is  given  by  your  Lordship,  with  evident  approval, 
in  an  extract  from  the  examination  of  a  candidate  for 
Holy  Orders. 

"Lo,  I  am  with  you  alwuy>,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world."  We  have  been  accustomed  to  think 
that  this  h,i  -nrf  to  the  constant  presence 
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Lord  by  his  Spirit,  in  the  Church  and  amongst  his 
ministers  ;  but  the  candidate  gives  us  the  explanation 
— "  I  consider  that  in  these  words  our  Lord  chartered 
his  eleven  as  an  Apostolic  College,  with  undying 
powers  of  succession  ;  and  the  application  I  make  of 
this  doctrine  is,  that  none  should  presume  to  minister 
in  holy  things  who  cannot  show  their  connexion  with 
this  Apostolic  College  by  lawful  ordination  from 
Bishops,  in  the  true  succession  from  the  Apostles." 

This  High  Church  doctrine  has  been  so  often  re- 
futed, that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  say  much  respect- 
ing it.  It  is  founded  on  a  delusion  and  an  utter  im- 
possibility. The  transmission  of  Holy  Orders  from 
the  time  of  the  Apostles  to  the  clergy  of  this  day, 
cannot  be  traced.  You  cannot  go  from  Bishop  to 
Bishop  even  back  to  the  Reformation ;  and  even  could 
this  be  done,  fifteen  hundred  years  remain  to  be  gone 
through,  and  the  regularity  of  succession  is  depending 
on  a  thousand  events,  about  which  we  know  nothing ; 
or  if  we  have  any  outline  in  history  respecting  any  of 
them,  there  wants  evidence  of  their  correctness,  and 
even  if  many  of  them  could  be  proved  correct,  there 
yet  would  be  wanting  many  links  in  the  chain  that 
would  connect  us  with  such  a  distant  period. 

The  next  "  Church  principle"  to  which  we  come, 
in  your  Lordship's  letter,  is  "  a  real,  mysterious  pre- 
sence of  our  Lord's  blessed  body  and  blood"  in  "  the 
Holy  Eucharist."  "  A  real  and  mysterious  presence, 
to  be  believed,  but  not  defined."  Surely,  my  Lord, 
if  words  and  statements  have  any  meaning,  you  here 
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exhibit    a   tendency   towards  Rome.     Many  step>  do 

> vni   requisite  to  land  you  amid  all  the  supei 
Unns  oi'  "  the  Mass."     In  opposition  to  your  Lordship's 
ik>   (which,  I  may  ubsei  v«  ,    arc    not   connected 
with  any  proofs),  I  venture  to  assert,  that  whilst  tin- 
Lord's  Supper  is   a  most  holy  and  divine   ordinance 
and  one  of  most  blessed  comfort  to  every    believing 
soul,  it  is  not,  nevertheless,   an  institution  of  such  a 
us  character  as  you  seem  to  imagine.     It  is 
for   the   commemoration  of  the  death  of  Christ,  and 
was  instituted  by  him  for  the  spiritual  nourishment 
and  comfort  of  his  people.     "  Do  this  in  remembrance 
of  me,"  presents  the  bread  to  us  as  a  memorial  of 
Christ's  crucified  body  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  bread 
if  to  remind  us  of  that  which  is  absent ;  consequently 
.  T    transubstantiation  nor  consubstantiation  can 
•ue — the  body  of  Christ  is  absent,  but  his  Spirit 
is  there. 

Yoi.  my  Lord,  in  this  as  in  other  points,  to 

possess  no  small  share  of  that  mystery-loving  spirit 
of  the  age,  which  delights  in  adding  to  the  simple 
sublime  statements  and  ordinances  of  God's  word,  and 
loading  them  with  superstitious  fancies  of  man's  de- 
vising. In  regard  to  "the  Church,"  you  evidently 
have  no  sympathy  with  the  Reformers  in  their  work 
of  reducing  it  to  "its  true  and  Scriptural  form,  as  the 
company  of  bel  >u  too  evidently  love  "  tho 

in  which  it  had  been  shrouded."  So  here  again, 
in  reference  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  i*  a  "Sacra- 
ment" or  outwa  >uld  add  a  certain  ?« 
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terious  ("  one  of  the  most  awful  mysteries  of  our 
religion")  "spiritual  presence  of  Christ's  glorified 
body  ;"  this  same  "  spiritual  presence"  being  doubtless 
necessary  to  give  value  to  that  "  propitiatory  virtue/' 
of  which  you  afterwards  speak  as  existing  in  the  same 
institution. 

Now,  my  Lord,  forgive  me  if  I  speak  plainly  :  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  require  plain  dealing ;  and 
the  dangerous  character  of  such  views  requires  above 
all  things  to  be  exposed.  What,  then,  divested  of 
your  Lordship's  metaphysical  reasoning  and  irrelevant 
accompanying  remarks,  are  the  statements  thus  put 
forth,  with  all  the  authority  of  the  high  station  of  a 
Christian  Bishop  ?  You  assert  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church  of  England  to  be  "that there  is  some  special 
effect  wrought  on  the  Bread  and  Wine  in  the  prayer 
of  Consecration,"  whereby  "  a  real  and  mysterious 
presence"  of  "  Christ's  glorified  body"*  is  communi- 
cated ;  and  this  is  a  thing  "  to  be  believed,  but  not 
defined;"  and  then,  that,  with  this  mysterious  pre- 
sence, the  Eucharist  possesses  "a  propitiatory  virtue," 
and  is  to  be  regarded  either  "  in  correspondence  with 
the  meat-offerings  or  drink-offerings  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment," or  "as  answering  to  those  portions  of  the  typical 

*  Compare  this  expression  with  the  following  opinion  of  the  Church 
cf  Rome,  extracted  from  a  Catechism  elsewhere  quoted  : — 

"  Q.  In  what  manner  does  Christ  exist  in  the  consecrated  host,  oa 
foot  or  sitting,  on  the  cross,  dead,  or  indeed  alive  and  glorious  ? 

"A.  He  exists  there,  alive,  glorious,  raised  up,  immortal,  and  inca- 
pable of  suffering,  a*  he  exists  in  heaven." 
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sacrifice  which  were  eaten  by  the  priests  and  offerers" 
so  that  the  Kucharistisboth  sacrament  and  "sacrifice!" 

It'  I  have  any  correct  idea  of  these  doctrines,  they 
are  not  those  of  the  Bible  and  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, hut  the  errors,  or  a  somewhat  near  approach  to 
the  errors,  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 

In  order  that  we  may  see  this  more  clearly,  allow 
me  to  state  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Rome  as 
given  us  by  the  Council  of  Trent  :— 

"  If  any  shall  say  that,  in  the  mass,  a  true  and  pro- 
per sacrifice  is  not  offered  to  God,  let  him  be  accursed. 
If  any  shall  say  that  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass  is  only 
of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  or  a  bare  commemora- 
tion of  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  upon  the  cross,  and  not  a 
propitiatory  sacrifice,  or  that  it  profits  him  alone  that 
takes  it,  and  ought  not  to  be  offered  for  quick  and 
dead,  for  sins,  punishments,  and  satisfactions,  and 
other  necessities,  let  him  be  accursed." 

And  now  let  us  place  both  statements  in  contrast 
with  the  words  of  Scripture. 

"  And  as  they  were  eating,  Jesus  took  bread,  and 
blessed  it,  and  gave  it  to  his  disciples,  and  said, 
Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body.  And  he  took  the  cup, 
and  gave  thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them,  saying,  Drink 
ye  all  of  it :  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of 


sins." 


These  words  are  plain  and  distinct ;  they  are  easily 
understood  by  any  plain  Christian,  only  desirous 
of  knowing  the  will  of  God,  though  they  have 
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been  so  often  misrepresented  by  those,  who  add  to 
that  will  the  doctrines  and  commandments  of  men. 
"  This  is  my  body ;"  "  This  is  my  blood ;"  these  words, 
from  which  so  much  superstitious  and  "  mysterious" 
error  has  been  taught,  amount  to  nothing  more  than 
a  mode  of  setting  forth  symbols  or  representations, 
very  common  in  Scripture.  "  Judah  is  a  lion's  whelp," 
"  Issachar  is  a  strong  ass,"  "  Naphtali  is  a  hind,"  "  Jo- 
seph is  a  fruitful  bough."  In  precisely  a  similar  mode 
of  expression  our  blessed  Lord  declares  "  This  is,  i.e. 
represents  my  body ;"  "  This  is,  i.e.  represents  my 
blood." 

And  further,  as  to  the  "  propitiatory  virtue"  which 
constitutes  the  Lord's  Supper  a  Sacrifice,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  adduce  two  passages  of  Holy  Writ,  and 
this  I  do  without  note  or  comment : 

"  Christ  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  sins  of  many." 
"  But  this  man,  after  he  had  offered  one  sacrifice  for 
sins,  for  ever  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  from 
henceforth  expecting  till  his  enemies  be  made  his  foot- 
stool." 

I  may  next  allude  to  your  Lordship's  sentiments  on 
auricular  confession  and  absolution.  You  express 
your  confidence  that  the  estimable  prelate  whom  you 
are  opposing  would  not  have  condemned  "the  secret 
practice  of  auricular  confession  as  a  means  of  grace," 
"  in  terms  so  large  as  are  employed  by  him,  had  he  not 
been  satisfied  that  he  had  guarded  his  censure  with  quali- 
fications which  sufficiently  take  it  out  of  all  application 
to  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
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land;"   and  you  the:  tliat  the  Church  of 

land,  holding  the  doc-trine  of  auricular  confession 
a  means  of  grace,  only  der.ii-s  that  this  confession  is 
NY//;//  to  miration.     Your  Lordship  is   of  opinion 
that  "confession   and  consequent  absolution  by  the 
priest"  are  "  among  the  usual  objects  of  ignorant  and 
unchristian  obloquy,  in    these  days  of   schismatical 
presumption."      You  state  also  that  it  need  be  no 
matter  of   surprise  that    "  some   of  the  too    ardent 
Reformers"  should  have  been  urged  "to  a  denial  even 
of  the  sacred  truth  —  the  power  of  absolution  left  by 
our  Lord  to  his  Church,"  which  Church,  it  appears, 
confers  the  same  power  upon  the  "  priests"  at  their 
ordination  ;  and  further,  that  "  the  absolving  power 
of  the  priest  is  a  way,  appointed  by  Him  who  best 
knoweth  what  is  in  man,  of  bringing  the  sinner  to 
repentance  and  salvation." 

I  must,  my  Lord,  even  at  the  risk  of  enduring  your 
Lordship's  wrath,  due  as  a  meet  reward  for  such 
"  ignorant  and  unchristian  obloquy,"  take  my  stand 
with  those  who  think  that  such  sentiments,  "  if  they 
are  compatible,"  as  the  Archbishop  says,  "with  the 
principles  of  the  English  Church,  would  separate  it 
from  that  of  Rome  by  an  almost  imperceptible  line, 
which  men  would  be  prepared  to  pass  without  much 
fear  of  incurring  the  guilt  of  schism." 

The  practice  of  auricular  confession,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  the  absolving  power  of  the  priest,  are  alike 
dangerous,  and  have  been  the  fruitful  source  of  the 
very  grossest  abuses  within  the  Church  of  Rome. 
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May  the  Lord  mercifully  preserve  our  own  beloved 
Church  from  similar  evil  influences  ! 

I  am  most  anxious,  in  the  course  of  these  remarks, 
to  keep  up  a  contrast  between  your  Lordship's  views 
and  those  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  consequently 
I  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to  apologize  for  an  extract 
from  a  standard  book*  of  the  Romish  Church,  which 
exhibits  the  opinions  of  that  Church  upon  the  subject 
of  Confession  and  Absolution. 

"  Q.  How,  then,  is  the  soul  purified  from  mortal 
sin  ? 

"A.  By  a  good  confession. 

"  Q.  What  is  required  to  make  a  good  confession  ? 

"A.  1.  It  is  necessary  to  examine  one's  self  well. 

2.  To  have  sorrow  for  having  offended  God. 

3.  To  make  a  firm  resolution  never  to  offend 
him  more  for  the  future,  and  to  shun  any  temptation 
to  offend  him. 

4.  To  declare  and  explain  all  one's  sins  to  the 
confessor." 

The  sins  having  been  explained  to  the  confessor, 
your  Lordship  and  the  Church  of  Rome  alike  step  in 
with  "  the  authority  of  the  keys,"  or  the  power  of  the 
priest  to  absolve  the  sinner  from  them. 

Your  Lordship,  after  repeating  the  text,  "  Upon 
this  rock  I  will  build  my  Church,  and  the  gates  of 

*  The  following  is  its  title  : — "  Brief  Compendium  of  the  Christian 
Doctrine,  "by  Father  John  Peter  Pinamonti,  of  the  Company  of  Jesus  ; 
Vfith  the  addition  of  the  principal  prayers.  At  the  expense  of  the  Society 
of  Catholic  Friendship.  Rome,  1S21." 
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hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it,  and  I  will  give  unto 
thee  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  says,  "  The 
r  which  he  thus  promised  to  give  to  Peter,  he 
Subsequently  gave  to  all  the  Apostles  as  the  Church  ;" 
and  by  the  quotation  of  the  texts,  "  All  power  is  g: 
unto  me,"  "  Go  ye  therefore."  "  Lo,  1  am  with  yon 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world,"  you  profe.-s 
to  prove  that  the  same  power  is  continued  (of  course. 
only  in  that  line  of  Apostolic  Succession  of  which  I 
have  previously  spoken)  to  the  properly  ordained 
ministers  of  the  present  day. 

The  Church  of  Rome  believes  the  same  : — 

"  Q.  Does  God,  by  the  sacrament  of  penance,  re 
mit  sins  committed  ? 

"A.    There  is  no  doubt  of  it  whatever,   beca 
Christ  our  Lord,  with  his  own  proper  mouth,  left  the 
of  heaven  in  the  hands  of  the  priests,  with  pro- 
mise, that  whosoever  should  be  absolved  on   earth 
should  also  be  absolved  in  heaven." 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  cannot  but  pro- 
m»>t    earnestly  against   the  dangerous   opinion 
which  your  Lordship  expresses  on  the  value  of  good 
works. 

The  Archbishop  had  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
"  to  speak  of  forgiveness,  or  works  of  mercy,"  as 
"  availing  to  obtain  ivmi>sion  of  sins  from  (i.M."  was 
"  to  depart  from  the  sense  of  the  Articles,"  and  you. 
my  Lord,  evidently  wish;:  >  speak  of  them,  pr 

sent  us  with  an  extract  from  Bishop  Bull. 

"  How  much  they  {"forgiveness  of  things  which  our 
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neighbours  have  committed  against  us,  and  works  of 
mercy]  avail  to  obtain  remission  of  sins  from  God, 
is  sufficiently  clear  from  that  well-known  passage, 
Dan.  iv.  27,  where  the  Holy  Prophet  suggests  this 
wholesome  counsel  to  King  Nebuchadnezzar,  as  yet 
sticking  fast  in  his  sins  : — '  Redeem  thy  sins  by 
almsgiving,  and  thine  iniquities  by  showing  mercy 
to  the  poor/ " 

Would  that  both  Bishops  Bull  and  Phillpots,  before 
putting  forth  ideas  so  likely  to  lead  poor  sinners,  by  a 
snare  of  self-righteousness,  unto  eternal  destruction, 
had  studied  better  the  meaning  of  such  texts  as  these 
— "  Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there  shall  no 
flesh  be  justified  in  his  sight ;"  "  For  I  know  that  in 
me  (that  is,  in  my  flesh)  dwelleth  no  good  thing  ;" 
"For  they,  being  ignorant  of  God's  righteousness,  and 
going  about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness,  have 
not  submitted  themselves  unto  the  righteousness  of 
God ;  for  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteous- 
ness to  every  one  that  believeth  ;"  "  And  if  by  grace, 
then  is  it  no  more  of  works" 

There  are  some  of  the  doctrines  of  the  "  Puseyite" 
party,  of  which  your  Lordship  professes  to  disapprove, 
yet,  in  the  very  terms  of  that  disapproval,  is  contained 
an  admission  of  their  having  been  introduced  into  the 
Church,  and  it  is  notorious,  that  they  have  been  ex- 
tensively promulgated  by  the  very  men  for  whose 
general  views  your  Lordship  entertains  so  high  a 
regard.  Does  not  this  show  at  once  the  danger  of 
these  modern  innovations  ?  Beginning  with  "  Bap- 
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tismal  Regeneration,"  going  on  to  the  awful  doctrine 
of  "  No  salvation  beyond  the  pale  of  the  Church," 
and  that  of  "  the  mysterious  presence"  in  the  Lord's 
Supper,  together  with  the  views  we  have  glanced  at 
in  connection  with  "  confession  and  absolution,"  is  it 
any  wonder  that  amongst  these  men  we  should  next 
discover  that  "  prayer  for  the  dead  is  urged  as  a  po- 
sitive duty,"  that  "  a  superstitious  use  of  the  sign  of 
the  cross  is  recommended  as  profitable,"  and  that 
books  of  devotion  are  by  them  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  people,  "  in  which  all  but  divine  honour  is  ascribed 
to  the  Virgin  Mary  ?" 

But  your  Lordship,  after  expressing  a  disapproval  of 

these  views,  goes  on  to  approve  of  another  almost  as 

dangerous.     You  "  frankly  own"  that  you  "  see  no- 

thing whatever  in  any  degree  objectionable  in  setting 

forth"  the  opinion  that  "  the  mediation  of  the  Saints 

is  a  probable  doctrine."     Your  only  authority,  how- 

ever, for  the  probability,  is  the  fact,  that  "  the  mystical 

union  of  Christ  with  his  Church  and  all  its  members, 

which  is  the  foundation  of  the   Communion  of  saints, 

is  not  removed  by  death."     You  are  afraid  "  of  even 

seeming    to  condemn  a  statement  which  recogniz 

the  dead  as  still  exercising  the  communion  of  saints  > 

—  as  still  retaining  a  pious  love  of  the  brotherhood 

(one  main  ingredient  in  their  cup  of  bliss)  —  as  still  in- 

terceding with  God  for  the  members  of  his  Church 

militant  upon  earth.      Now,   what   I   would  say    in 

answer  to  this  is,  "  What  has  God  revealed  ?"     It  is 

dangerous  ground  to  take  to  establish  any  doctrine  or 


26 

opinion  by  what  appears  to  our  weak  and  finite  un- 
derstandings reasonable  or  probable.  I  admit  it  is 
very  interesting  to  suppose  that  those  who  sleep  in 
Jesus  still  take  an  interest  in  the  advance  of  his  king- 
dom and  the  welfare  of  his  people.  This  is  interest- 
ing and  comforting  to  our  souls  ;  but  let  us  beware  of 
going  further  than  the  word  of  God  instructs  us.  If 
we  consider,  in  the  light  pointed  out  by  your  Lordship, 
that  the  saints  in  bliss  are  engaged  in  "  charitable 
intercession"  for  those  "  who  are  still  engaged  in  their 
Christian  warfare,"  then  I  fear  others  on  the  same 
ground  may  think  it  reasonable  and  probable  that  the 
saints  in  bliss  should  know  something  of  what  is  going 
on  upon  earth  ;  and  then  there  naturally  follows  the 
"  invocation  of  saints,"  with  all  the  superstitious 
"  many  mediators"  of  the  Church  of  Rome.* 

You,  my  Lord,  may  derive  what  encouragement 
and  comfort  you  can  from  the  supposition  that  there 
are  saints  in  bliss  interceding  for  you ;  for  myself,  I 
desire  a  better  foundation  on  which  to  build  my  hopes 
for  eternity  ;  and  that  foundation  I  find  in  the  decla- 
ration of  Holy  Writ  :  "  There  is  one  God  and  one 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,"  and  rejoicing  in  the 
assurance  that  "  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession 

*  The  opinions  of  the  Romish  Church  are  expressed  as  follows : — 

"  Q.  Whence  does  all  good  come  to  us? 

"  A.  From  God  ;  and  therefore  from  him  we  ought  to  hope,  and  of 
him  we  ought  to  ask,  having  recourse  also  to  the  intercession  of  the 
saints  and  of  our  guardian  angel,  and  much  more  to  the  most  holy 
Virgin,  our  advocate,  who  is  the  most  holy  of  all  the  saints." 
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for  us,"  I  seek  no  other  intercessor.  Oh  !  ought  not 
your  Lordship  to  be  careful  how  you  trifle  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  great  Mediator !  What 
are  your  conceptions  of  Him,  that  you  can  desire 
even  "  the  saints  in  bliss"  to  aid  him  in  his  own  work 
of  intercession  ?  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ — God  equal 
with  the  Father ; — of  the  self-same  nature,  substance, 
wisdom,  power,  and  glory  ;  co-equal,  co-essential f 
and  co-eternal !  The  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory 
and  the  express  image  of  his  person !  What  a 
glorious  intercessor !  How  prevailing  must  be  his 
intercession !  And  then  the  love  of  this  Divine  Being ! 
Remember  what  he  has  done  for  us.  As  our  great 
High  Priest,  he  became  incarnate,  that  he  might  offer 
up  himself  as  an  all-sufficient  sacrifice  and  atonement 
for  our  sins.  As  our  Prophet,  he  has  revealed  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  Lord  to  us,  and  taught  us  the 
way  of  salvation,  and  directed  our  feet  into  the  paths 
of  peace  and  righteousness.  As  our  King,  he  rules 
over  us  with  golden  sceptre  of  unblemished  justice 
and  unfailing  mercy.  The  God-man — Immanuel, 
God  with  us — our  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King — the 
mediator  of  the  new  covenant  of  love  and  mercy. 
Again  would  my  very  soul  cry  out.  What  a  glorious 
intercessor  !  how  prevailing  must  be  his  intercession  .' 
And  shall  I  even  seem  to  undervalue  or  doubt  the  all- 
sufficiency  of  that  intercession,  by  speaking  of  the  in- 
tercession of  the  saints  in  bliss  ? — The  Lord  forbid ! 

There  are   others  of  the  modern  peculiarities  ap- 
proved by  your  Lordship,  which,  though  perhaps  in 
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themselves  not  so  important  as  to  demand  any  length- 
ened notice,  are  yet,  like  straws  on  the  surface  of  a 
running  stream,  a  sufficient  indication  of  the  direction 
in   which  the  current  is  setting.     They  are  but  so 
many  instances  of  that  "  grasping  at  the  shadow  and 
losing  of  the  substance,"  which  I  pointed  out  as  one 
of  the  characteristics  of  the  age  in   which  we  live. 
Your  Lordship,  in  a  letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, printed  at  the  end  of  your  Pastoral  Address, 
states,  that  you  think  "  the  Chancel,  being  the  place 
in  which  the  highest  mysteries  of  our  religion  are 
celebrated,  ought  to  be  distinguished  by  some  pecu- 
liar, and  even  great,  veneration  ;  for  it  ought,  in  my 
judgment,  by  reason  of  the  solemn  service  performed 
in  it,   to  be  regarded  as  a  place  especially  holy."     I 
remember  not  long  ago  visiting  a  town  in  Scotland, 
where  an  Episcopal  Chapel  had  been  recently  erected. 
I  passed  a  Sunday  in  the  town,  and  attended  Divine 
service.     Texts   in  red,  blue,  and  gold  ornamented 
the  walls.     Choristers,  in  their  white  surplices,  with 
two  clergymen,  "  intoned"  the  service.     The  clergy- 
men in  turn  varied  more  than  once  their  places  in  the 
Church.     Once  they  were  all  but  hidden  from  view, 
for  after  various  solemn  bowings  they  entered  by  a 
small  gothic  doorway  into  the  Chancel,  which  was 
divided  from  the  body  of  the  Church   by  a  screen 
of  open    carved   work.     Into  this  Chancel  the  sun 
cast  only   a  few   beams  through  the  dark  coloured 
glass  window,  and  thus  "  shed  a  dim  religious  light"  on 
the    "mysterious    and   solemn   scene."      After    the 
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i  P.INMSI 

v  into  its  dark- 

•>:  tiu>  beadle  was,  however,  quicker  than 

my  steps,  and  speedily  informed  me,  that.  "  None  but 

the   i  .-utcrcd  there!''      These   men,  my    Lord, 

making  a   great  dual  of  (In1  slunlnic,    let   them 

he-ware  of  losing  I  lie  substance. 

\\  Lordship  seems  to  have  viewed  witli  no  plea- 
sant eye,  the  recent  manifestation  of  Protestant  feeli; 
throughout  the  country  :   and  many  of  the  readers  of 
your    Pastoral  Letter  will  he  struck  hy  the  languai 
used  therein,  in  reference  to  it.     "  Insane  clamour," — 
"  dupes  of  a  most  ignorant  and  senseless  delusion," — 
"  the  blind  and  intemperate  passions  of  the  populace," 
— "  coarse  and  vulgar  violence," — "  the  late  exhibition 
of  rampant    Puritanism" — "lawless  and   triumphant 
ignorance;'     That  these  words  are  strong  and  suflici- 
i-ntly  energetic    there  can  be  no  doubt,   and  though 
your  Lordship  may  triumphantly  ask — "  Is  there  not 
a  cause  T  1  have  yet   to  be   persuaded  that  they  are 
'ithy  of  the  character  of  a  Christian  and  Protestant 
-•hop  writing  a  Pastoral  Address  to  the  shepherds  of 
the  flock  of  Christ   on  so  important  and  solemn   a 
Mibject  as  "  the  present  state  of  the  Church."     Your 
Lord-hip's  side-blows   at   "  Puritanism''    remind    me 
very   forcibly   of   a    prelate1    in    bygone    days,   who- 
hatred   of  the  Puritans'  became  proverbial,  and  wl; 
like  you,  was  very  fond  ot  "  the  d  public 

worship'' — the   surplices  and  hoods — the  b  to 

altars,  and  ot'  -vnV$  of  our  holy  religion.     It  i< 
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related  of  this  prelate,  Archbishop  Laud,  that  he 
once  reprimanded  a  lady  on  account  of  her  having 
joined  the  Romish  Church  :  her  reply  was,  "  My 
Lord,  it  was  because  I  ever  hated  a  crowd."  Being 
desired  to  explain  her  meaning,  she  said,  "  I  perceived 
that  your  Lordship  and  many  others  are  making  for 
Rome  as  fast  as  you  can ;  and,  therefore,  to  prevent  a 
press,  I  went  before  you."  Whether  your  Lordship 
will  get  in  before  the  "  press,"  or  move  in  with  the 
crowd,  is  without  doubt  a  question  which  now  causes 
much  speculation  throughout  the  country. 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  principal  doctrinal 
and  other  peculiar  views  of  your  Lordship's  letter,  and 
I  pause  with  much  feeling  to  put  the  question — Will 
the  clergy  in  the  diocese  of  Exeter  assemble  in  a 
Diocesan  Synod,  and  give  their  united  voice  in  sanc- 
tion of  such  views  ?  That  your  Lordship  will  endea- 
vour to  induce  them,  we  have  every  reason  to  expect, 
for  in  your  memorable  "  Pastoral"  you  declare  that 
"  it  is  to  the  general  diffusion  and  hearty  acceptance 
of  such  doctrine  that  you  look,  under  God,  for  the 
restoration  of  peace  and  strength  to  our  Church." 
Opposition  to  it,  you  believe  to  be  an  "  approach  to 
the  e  sin  unto  death' — the  irremissible  sin — to  '  blas- 
phemy against  the  Holy  Ghost/  "  and  consequently 
you  think  "  we  have  no  right  to  wonder  that  some, 
even  good  men,  fly  from  our  Church,  as  nothing  bet- 
ter than  an  '  unreal  mockery.' "  You  believe  the 
"present  circumstances  are — the  country  agitated 
from  one  extremity  to  another  by  religious  differences 
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—  all  confidence  in  the  rulers  of  the  Church  shaken, 
individual  clergymen  and  laymen  flying  from  tin.- 
communion  of  such  a  church,  by  reason  of  the  pa- 
ralysis under  which  it  seems  to  them  to  be  dragging 
on  a  worthless  and  lifeless  existence — a  widely 
extended  suspicion  that  many  more,  some  it  may  be 
of  our  very  best,  most  learned,  most  attached  brethren, 
will  soon  follow." 

Sad  circumstances  these,  my  Lord  Bishop,  for  this 
country  to  be  in  !  I  quite  admit  their  existence, 
though  I  wholly  dispute  with  your  Lordship  the 
cause  of  all  the  evil. 

I  have  got  back,  then,  after  a  somewhat  imperfect 
examination  of  your  Lordship's  Pastoral  Letter,  to 
the  consideration  of  "  the  Coming  Conflict" 

I  am  one  of  those  who  believe,  after  many  years' 
study  of  the  word  of  God,  that  a  time  of  unequalled 
trouble,  terror,  and  iniquity,  is  fast  coming  on  this 
world.  "  Alas  !  for  that  day  is  great,  so  that  none 
i>  like  it :  it  is  even  the  time  of  Jacob's  trouble." 
"  For  behold,  the  day  cometh,  that  shall  burn  as  an 
oven  ;  and  all  the  proud,  yea,  and  all  that  do  wickedly, 
shall  be  stubble  :  and  the  day  that  cometh  shall  burn 
them  up,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  that  it  shall  leave 
them  neither  root  nor  branch  !  " 

"  This  know  also,  that  in  the  last  days  perilous 
times  shall  come."  "  The  time  will  come  when  they 
will  not  endure  sound  doctrine  ;  but  after  their  own 
lusts  shall  they  heap  to  themselves  teachers,  having 
itching  ears  ;  and  they  shall  turn  away  their  ears  from 
the  truth,  and  shall  be  turned  unto  fables." 
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I  venture  to  assert  that  no  one  can  read  over  these 
inspired  passages  of  God's  word  without  being  at  once 
impressed  with  the  extraordinary  application  of  them 
to  many  of  the  circumstances  of  the  present  times. 
And  if  a  time  of  trouble  be  approaching  on  all  the 
nations  of  the  world,  shall  Great  Britain  escape  ? 
What  are  we  more  than  others  ?  Nay !  have  not 
our  privileges  been  far  greater,  our  responsibilities 
more  weighty,  our  sins  more  aggravated  ?  and  may  we 
not  fear  that  our  judgment  will  be  more  severe  ? 

"  The  Coming  Conflict"  then,  is  at  hand.  Let  us 
glance  at  its  combatants. 

One  the  one  side  are  ranged  the  masses  of  the  un- 
godly—Oh !  what  a  melancholy  sight.  482,000,000 
of  the  Pagan  world  ;  143,000,000  Jews  and  Maho- 
metans ;  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  Christendom  how 
many  millions,  having  but  the  name  to  live,  will  be 
found  fighting  with  the  powers  of  darkness. 

On  the  other  is  the  little  flock  of  Christ  which  lie 
hath  purchased  with  his  own  blood. 

On  the  one  side,  proud  self-righteousness  and  daring 
infidelity  have  formed  a  most  unholy  alliance.  And 
the  opinion  which  says  there  is  no  God,  will  be  found 
side  by  side  with  that  which  has  "  gods  many  and 
lords  many  ;" — the  Antichrist  of  Popery,  and  the 
diluted  Romanism  of  the  Exeter  and  Pusey  school, 
with  every  doctrine  of  man's  invention  set  up  in  the 
place  of  God's  authority. 

On  the  other  is  the  truth,  the  simple  truth, — as  it 
flowed  from  the  fountain  of  truth,  the  Father  of 
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Lights  ;— truth    deeply    interesting,    suhl::  its 

author,  yd  simple  as  glorious  ;  revealing  the  scheme 
of  infinite  love  for  the  recovery  of  sinful  man,  and 
promising  the  rich  and  effectual  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  it  gives  a  system  of  means — "the  means  of 
grace" — as  the  medium  of  intercourse  between  the 
infinite  God  and  his  feeble  creature. 

These  means  are  simple  and  unostentatious.  Bap- 
tMn,  the  sign  of  admission  into  the  visible  church. 
The  Lord's  Supper,  a  memorial  of  the  dying  love  of 
the  blessed  Saviour.  Prayer,  the  constant  privilege  of 
the  believer,  offered  in  Christ's  name,  the  never-failing 
remedy  for  all  his  cares.  Praise,  the  delight  of  the 
believer's  heart,  that  part  of  these  means  of  grace 
wherein  he  may  be  said  to  begin  on  earth  the  enjoy- 
ments of  heaven. 

On  the  one  side,  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air,  the  spirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of 
disobedience. 

On  the  other,  the  Great  Captain  of  our  Salvation, 
"the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,"  "the  Root  of  David;1 
"  the  Lamb  as  it  had  been  slain." 

Need  we  ask,  how  will  this  conflict  end  ?  In  ima- 
gination I  look  over  and  beyond  the  battle-field. 
Methi::ks  the  conflict  is  over  and  the  battle  is  won. 
II ark!  the  sounds  of  triumph  fill  the  universe. 
"  Thou  art  worthy  ;  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood  out  of  every  kin- 
dred, and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation.'*  "  Worthy 
is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive  power,  and 
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riches,   and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  blessing/' 

Imagination  can  picture  the  glorious  scene,  and  faith 
can  receive  it  as  a  sure  and  certain  hope;  but  the 
battle  must  be  fought  before  the  victory  is  gained. 
Oh  !  then,  my  Lord,  if  any  voice  so  humble,  so  dis- 
tant, and  unknown  as  mine  can  reach  your  Cathedral 
City,  and  enter  into  your  Palace,  that  voice  must  sound 
a  solemn  warning  even  to  a  Christian  Bishop,  and  that 
warning  must  be : — he  Conflict  is  at  hand.     Truth 
and    error   are  mustering   all  their  forces.      "Who 
is  on  the  Lord's  side  ? "      "  Choose  you    this    day 
whom  you  will  serve."     Take,  my  Lord,  your  stand 
beneath  the  pure  white  banners  of  eternal  truth,  and, 
as  one  of  the  standard-bearers  of  the  Church,  unfurl 
the  blood-atained  banner  of  the  cross.       In  these 
eventful  days  let  the  trumpet  give  forth  no  longer  an 
uncertain  sound,  but  let  the  proclamation  go  forth— 
k'  So   Christ  was    once   offered  to  bear  the   sins   of 
many ;  and  unto  them  that  look  for  Him,  shall  He 
appear  the  second  time  without  sin  unto  salvation." 

"  Feed  the  flock  of  God,  which  is  among  you, 
taking  the  oversight  thereof  not  by  constraint,  but 
willingly  ;  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of  a  ready  mind  ; 
neither  as  being  lords  over  God's  heritage,  but  being 
enamples  to  the  flock." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 
A   LAYMAN. 


